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ABSTRACT 

This document discloses an encryption processing method 
suitable for an information processing device, wherein an 
encryption key includes information about the number of 
encryption processes , and the information is decoded and 
accordingly the number is obtained from the encryption key, and 
then a plurality of encryption processing blocks corresponding 
to the number of encryption processes are selected, and thus 
the encryption processes are performed by the plurality of 
encryption processing blocks. 

According to the above technique, when the number of 
encryption processes is set to be large, its cryptographic 
strength becomes high even though its processing speed becomes 
slow. This is suitable for encrypting a small amount of 
particularly important data. 

On the other hand, when the number of encryption processes 
is set to be small, the processing speed becomes fast even though 
the cryptographic strength becomes low. This is suitable for 
encrypting a relatively large amount of data which does not 
require a long secrecy period. 
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